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INTRODUCTION

Writing poetry has always been a creative way of expressing my love for God and for helping me cope with life. As most sensitive people
understand, life can be difficult when feelings dominate our daily lives. Writing helps me bring understanding and closure to my emotions
while allowing for a new level of awareness to emerge.
So, it is appropriate that my latest volume of poetry is called The Path of Devotion. My distinctive sensitivity that helps me reflect on God
and the world, also offers insights into my life experiences. This understanding illustrates my relationship to the Divine in my own unique
way, but readers may also find common ground. Creating this volume through the lens of a Christian perspective is my attempt to express
aspects of the Divine that may be recognizable to the reader.
My poems may be considered intense, but they are also sincere creations of my life as a devotional poet. This creativity gives me a sense
of accomplishment and helps me to feel good about myself when the poem is finished. Not only do I find a sense of purpose, but I also feel
a sense of spiritual renewal.
Although my poems are devotional, they still aren’t always easy to understand. Communicating any verses about experience inevitably
creates a partial obstacle between the reader and the writer. This is natural because no two people experience the world in the same way.
Yet, when a connection does occur, it is almost miraculous in its effect.
The accompanying photographs in my book represent my first use of pictures to go with each composition. It’s important to mention that
these photographs are not meant to be a detailed explanation of my poems. Instead, the photos point out some aspect of the verse. They
do, however, provide added texture that gives more color and information to each poem. In addition, I didn’t take the photos; they were
free on the internet.
Finally, I wish to mention these poems express my ideas and beliefs, but they are not veiled attempts to persuade others. One person’s
religious beliefs about God are more beautifully described if they are not assertively promoted. I hope you enjoy my poems.
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Seeking the Lord
A SEEKER’S PRAYER

Lord, if my heart is cracked and dry,
and thoughts are mostly selfish;
help me, Lord, resist my pride
before my words get twisted.
Lord, if I blame you for my faults
and raise my voice in anger;
teach me, Lord, to earn your trust,
so I may live in patience.
Lord, if I’m sick with some disease,
and all my strength is failing;
touch me, Lord, so I can breathe
before the spirit leaves me.
Lord, when your grace restores my health,
and life becomes a blessing,
Trust me, Lord, to seek you out,
no matter how I’m feeling.
Lord, if my life should disappoint,
and dreams dissolve forever.
Help me, Lord, to hear your voice,
so You, I will remember.
Lord, when my time to die draws near,
and doubt is overwhelming,
Lead me, Lord, beyond my tears,
so we can be together.
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Seeking the Lord
AT YOUR DOOR

I come to your door
again and again
and patiently wait
to talk to my friend.
My heart softly breaks
and sadness descends
but even my prayers seem forsaken.
I stand at your door
day after day
but you are not here
to call out my name.
My mind feels the fear
and my soul feels the strain
and even my faith is retreating.
I knock at your door
from morning till night
but trust becomes doubt
and now I am tired.
The world locks me out
in this prison called time
but I wait for you and your mercy.
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Seeking the Lord
BEFORE MY HEART DESPAIRS

I wander like a fallen leaf
that cannot rest for long.
I feel the wind take hold of me,
and now I must move on.
The world of time is crashing in,
and I must find some shelter.
The past and all its promises
no longer seem to matter.
At first, I thought the source was me
because my heart was selfish.
I thought I was too proud to see
that I was really shallow.
I soon resolved to live in doubt
without the hope of friendship.
Now the world might leave me out,
and I deserved no better.
But now I know that God is near,
and He will hear my prayers.
His love and grace will still my doubts
before my heart despairs.
The world is such a lonely place
when I must walk alone.
But God will never leave me out,
so everywhere is home.
13

Seeking the Lord

The Path of Devotion

FINALLY, I GIVE UP

This secret undertaking stalls,
and inspiration withers.
All around are obstacles
that rise up and discourage.
Every plan of action fails
despite my work and courage.
Life is turning cold and stale,
and gone are strength and purpose.
Like a loving, secret servant,
I have truly done my best.
Always seeking to be worthy;
every day and night I trust.
Yet, even now I feel the sadness
lost within this waking dream.
Every night my heart imagines
that the world is through with me.
If liberation is the goal
then I lose all direction.
Now I feel I need the world
because I feel abandoned.
Countless trials and endless faith
have finally been too much.
The world becomes a kinder place
and finally, I give up.
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Seeking the Lord

GOD SEES THE JOURNEY AHEAD

I live in this bubble struggling for breath
trapped in my home feeling smothered.
The screaming TV sounds too much like death,
as the virus approaches my doorstep.
Alone in the woods, I used to feel good,
but now it’s my outdoor confinement.
All day long, I do what I should,
but now I believe I’m just hiding.
Now days drone on so rigid and daunting,
as the world is closed down and locked up.
People I love are missing or gone,
and the whole world is losing its trust.
Neighbors go hungry, and children stay home,
while wholesale evictions are pending.
So many worries, so many alone,
and most people search for an ending.
But I still must wait for the Lord,
and live on in patience and faith.
In peace, I will surely endure,
while I gather the needs for today.
These trials and tests exist within time,
but God sees the journey ahead.
Our love for the Lord forever will shine,
and grace will take care of the rest.
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Seeking the Lord

HALFWAY TO ETERNITY

I rest inside this secret forest
waiting here to meet my friend.
I seek him out amid the silence
hoping he might come again.
The world outside is strangely absent
barely heard like distant rain.
Yet deep inside I seek some answer
while my patience still remains.
In woods and meadows lost from time,
I’ve sought to find my master.
I’ve sensed his love in every sign
but fail to understand him.
Again the silence loses hold,
and peace becomes confusion.
At last the world regains control.
and what was whole is broken.
So many times I’ve found this stillness
hidden deep behind my thought.
Yet even there my God alludes me
leading me to nowhere else.
But still I pray for faith and courage
as my strength abandons me.
Now I wait alone and silent
halfway to eternity.
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Seeking the Lord

HELPING ME TO FIND MY WAY

At times when I felt overwhelmed,
and troubles filled my restless days.
I often turned to you for help,
yet I believed you never came.
But you were always there beside me
helping me to find my way.
Then I changed my life completely,
and trusted in my selfish will.
My words and actions kept me dreaming,
so I learned to serve myself.
Yet, you were always there before me,
teaching me to see mistakes.
Now I know the Lord supports me,
in my times of fear and joy.
I look back and I see his mercy
and his help is all around.
You, Oh Lord, have always reached me,
every time I’ve been alone
When it’s time to end this journey,
and death appears to take my life,
my soul will soar with joyful weeping,
and you, My Lord, will be my light.
You live within my heart forever,
and always we will be together.
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Seeking the Lord

HERE I AM AGAIN, LORD

Here I am again, Lord,
praying for your help.
These worries fill my mind
and still keep piling up.
I wander in the wilderness
and lose my sense of trust.
I listen for your presence,
but then I’m on the run.
Here I go again, Lord
fleeing from your side.
I take off on my own,
and you are out of sight.
Seeking selfish action,
I feel a sense of pride.
Then the spell is broken,
and I feel lost inside.
Now I’ll wait for you, Lord,
and courage will prevail.
My patient heart and spirit,
can make my doubts dissolve.
For years, I sought out merit
that led to secret tears.
But Lord it’s you that matters
and you are here with me.
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Seeking the Lord

I CANNOT FIND MY LORD TODAY

I cannot find, my Lord, today,
and every plan is ruined.
The mirror of my mind remains,
so every thought confuses.
By now, my Lord, has seen me here,
or else he knows I’m hurting.
Perhaps my search is insincere,
or I have been impatient.
I cannot find, my Lord, today
although he must be calling.
I trust in him to lead the way,
yet now my spirit falters.
It’s been so long and I’m alone
while life keeps disappointing.
I need to live within his love
before the world takes over.
I cannot find, my Lord, today,
so I must look no longer.
He away listens when I pray,
and waiting makes me stronger.
I always think that time is scarce,
so I must seek God’s shelter.
But God can find me anywhere
when I put down my mirror.
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Seeking the Lord

I SEARCH FOR YOU STILL

Where are you, oh Lord? I search for you still.
I look beyond the flavorless world
and seek you in my colorless heart.
My rootless mind ceaselessly wanders,
so hope and trust build up and break down.
Numbing routines don’t long pacify,
so I hunt in my darkness for solace.
Emotions like joy and sorrow collide,
and seasons pass on without guidance.
Even though peaceful silence appears,
and nothing suggests or obstructs;
I hold this timeless moment of love
and wait without thought forms for you.
Then the spirit of living presence
may sustain the secret awhile.
But thoughts still break through and soon
I discover another wilderness road.
Long ago, I met you in the garden of love and light,
but now you are hiding or gone for good.
Perhaps some hardship or recognized pain
will bring your compassion again.
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Seeking the Lord

I WILL SEEK GOD’S COMFORT

Oh death, you frighten me sometimes
when joy becomes my anthem.
At any moment I could die,
and life would be forgotten.
My corpse would slowly gather dust
while thoughts would slowly weaken.
Gone would be the things I love
like breath lost in the ether.
Yet death, I somehow long for you
when I get trapped in sorrow.
At times there’s nothing I can do,
but face the next tomorrow.
Then I look for some relief
believing I can pass.
Then death you offer me release
where I can finally rest.
Nevertheless, Death, you desist
and I will seek God’s comfort.
End this ruse and I’ll resist,
and I will know God’s wonder.
God is always by my side,
and he transcends my weakness.
His love protects me day and night,
so death you must stop cheating.
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Seeking the Lord

IN SEARCH OF GOD ALONE

Seeking revelation,
I search for God’s embrace.
In every situation,
I plan and scheme for grace.
Racing thoughts of hope and fear,
combine to haunt my soul.
Desire and a thousand tears,
won’t let the moment flow.
But when silence fills my mind,
I empty all impurities.
Then God’s vibration seems divine,
and I can feel love’s energy.
I sit within this secret space,
hoping for a sign.
Meditating as I wait,
for God’s eternal light.
Yet now the days pass into years,
and all my hopes decline.
I entertain so many fears,
and quickly moves the time.
But I will wait in silence,
like a statue on the lawn.
I will accept the quiet,
in search of God alone.
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Seeking the Lord

MY SPIRIT WILL NOT REST

My spirit cries out to you, Oh Lord,
as my thoughts fill me with doubt.
No whispered prayers deliver me,
and my hopes have all run out.
I call to you each day and night,
and wait for you to answer.
But all I hear is memories,
touched with fear and sadness.
I don’t know if you’re angry Lord,
because of all my faults.
I don’t know if you’re tired of me,
since I complain so much.
But somewhere deep within my soul,
my spirit will not rest.
I cannot be complete, my Lord,
until we’re one again.
Lord you are my ecstasy,
my source of happiness.
You fill my soul with love and light,
and hear me in distress.
Lord, you hide behind my tears,
even while I cry.
Memories are not enough,
I’m lost and marking time.
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SO FAR AWAY FROM HOME

I wander through this wilderness
so far away from home.
Lord, your light is lost to me,
and now I feel alone.
The days pass by without your peace
like clouds withholding rain.
The night brings only thoughts of you,
that words cannot explain.

I wander through eternity
with only love to guide me.
Thoughts like shadows come and grow
while anxious feelings blind me.
My Lord, I am a broken man
who cannot trust desire.
I seek you out again today
adrift and uninspired.

I wander through this suffering world
lost and feeling frightened.
with every step, my spirit calls,
Although my body tires.
Slowly, fear infects my will
and hope gives way to sorrow.
I yearn to find my way back home
before my life is over.
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BELIEVING THE END

When children of God
wander the streets
and beg for the money
something to eat
because violence and greed
poison the earth
and even the prophets
hope to be first
I search for the inner sun
believing the end has come.

When my soul grows weary
exhausting itself
and mountains of trials
threaten my health
because oceans of worry
hurry my mind
and visions and omens
haunt me at times
I search for the inner sun
believing the end has come.

When the power of death
breaks in through the door
and the creatures of God
don’t exist anymore
because darkness advances
while daylight retreats
and teachers of wisdom
ignore what they see
I search for the inner sun
believing the end has come.

I search for the inner sun
but the end will never come.
So I must wait for the inner light
and let God decide what's right.
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TIME

God is hidden in this world,
behind a world of matter.
Mankind seeks outside himself,
but cannot find the answer.
Whether watching willow trees,
blowing in the wind,
or contemplating cirrus clouds;
man fails to look within.
Buried in activities, fearing for the end,
man winds up his consciousness,
and struggles once again.

But in each moment, even now,
exists a universe.
Free will is but another myth,
that keeps us fooled on earth.
The fear of letting go is reala death of rigid time.
But in that moment God appears,
and liberates the mind.

The silent sounds deep in the woods,
like crickets, birds, and space,
become the tolling bell of death,
for man’s relentless race.
The empty places in the mindthe silent heart at rest,
will never satisfy mankind,
who runs away instead.
Every moment linked togetherlike eternal chains that bind,
Only serve to make us slaves,
and keep us from the light.
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Seeking the Lord

THE PATH IS SOMETIMES HARD TO FIND

This worry and unhappiness
invades my thoughts and feelings.
My days are spent in loneliness,
and life has lost its meaning.
My Lord, you seem so far away
while I yearn for your comfort.
I know that you are everywhere,
but now I’m lost and troubled.
Oh Lord, each day I think of you
and try to be more grateful.
But soon my selfishness breaks through,
and angry thoughts are waiting.
I wander through this world each day,
and still expect to flourish.
Because I always seem to stray,
I need to ask for courage.
Oh Lord, you are my secret friendmy teacher, guide, and master.
I’ll wait for you tonight again
and pray that you will answer.
I know that you can ease my mind
so I may feel accepted.
The path is sometimes hard to find,
but you, Lord are my shepherd.
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GOD IS ENOUGH

“Follow me down the ancient street,”
My God said unto me.
“Follow me down and you will see,
life's secret symphony.
Gather me in within my time,
the voice played in my head.
Gather me in and feel your mind,
awaken from the dead.
Treasure the light I bring to you,
the spirit seemed to say.
Treasure the love between us too,
because I want to stay.
Worship the world, since I am all,
God's spirit sang in bliss.
Worship the world, hear me call,
for ‘I am’ manifests.”
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Seeking the Lord

I NEED TO FOLLOW YOU

Oh Lord, I need to follow you,
so I can feel our presence.
Each day I search my heart for you,
so I can find your message.
The world seems frigid, harsh, and dry,
but I believe in mercy.
I wander through this weary life,
and need your love and blessing.
Your presence offers peace and love.
Oh Lord, I feel it beckon.
I see you in the clouds at dawn
and in the distant meadow.
I hear your voice in mountain streams,
and in the leaves of autumn.
Oh Lord, you find me even when
my thoughts become a problem.
Oh Lord, my dreams will melt away,
but you remain my hero.
So many times I’ve lost my way,
but you Lord guide my spirit.
I pray your love will give me strength,
if fear and doubt take over.
When death appears I pray for grace,
so we may be together.
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THE JOURNEY OF PRAYER
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A QUIET PRAYER

This verse is like a quiet prayer
that calms my thoughts and worries.
I trust, oh God you’ll find me here,
so I may grow in courage.
Each day is unpredictable,
and twilight lasts a moment.
The peace and joy I seek to find
has lead me to confusion.
Yet now I see my separate self
conceals an empty promise.
Desires root in every nerve
then lead to disappointment.
Endless paths and thoroughfares
were really selfish wishes.
Pride and greed were always there,
so motives were suspicious.
So God, I write this gentle prayer
and long to be beside you.
My mind has wandered everywhere
but it’s so hard to find you;
Your presence leads me to this place,
so patiently I linger.
I yearn to feel your love and grace
and walk with you forever.
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The Journey of Prayer

KEEP THE CANDLE BURNING

Storms of anger can threaten the flame
while waves of sorrow can smother.
Often self-pity seeks others to blame,
and envy wilts hope like a flower.
Emotions can shut out the world today,
so nothing brings joy to the present.
A rigid mind and a flickering faith
create only burning resentment.
Keep the candle burning.
When you’re lost in the world and afraid,
so your thoughts are beginning to crowd:
Believe that our God knows the way.
Believe that God seeks you out.
God in his mercy, will teach you to learn
even when life feels weary and worn.
From one tiny candle a million may burn.
So lift up your spirit and find your way home.
Keep the flame burning - the love in your heart.
Soon God’s perfection will lead to his grace.
Soon his protection will lead to his peace.
The candle is burning, it’s always been so.
God loves you more and soon you will know.
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BEYOND MY NEED FOR ANSWERS

If I could hide behind the sun,
I’d leave this world of sorrow.
I’d disappear behind the One,
and never seek tomorrow.
My soul would fill all time and space,
set free from all restrictions.
Then all my fears would pass away,
dissolved beyond creation.
If I could fly behind the sky,
I’d learn to be a pilgrim.
I’d leave the world of wars behind
and rescue all the children.
And love would find the sick and lost
before they die in anguish.
Then every child would know that God
prevails despite the chaos.
If I could find the Inner Light,
I’d rise up from the darkness.
I’d seek to love without the mind,
and all my thoughts would perish.
My life would be eternity
without the fear of danger.
My soul would sing forever free
beyond my need for answers.
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PRAYER FOR CONSOLATION

My God, you seem so far away,
and now my mind is restless.
I wait for you both night and day,
but slowly I lose patience.
I yearn for answers to my doubts,
since life is disappointing.
Without your grace, I feel left out,
and anger overtakes me.
When trouble comes you rescue me,
and then my life has meaning.
Despite my pride, you still can see
how much I really need you.
Although I rush around in pain,
you teach me to do better.
Then my heart again relents,
and soon I can surrender.
I pray Lord for a new awareness,
and the faith to live for you.
My mind is stale without emotion,
but you, Oh Lord, know what to do.
I am lost without your comfort,
and all my hopes are set on you.
Lord, I ask for consolation,
and for grace in all I do.
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PRAYER OF LOVE

Lord, lead me to a quiet stream,
and let my spirit wander.
If I find a redwood tree,
Lord, let me hear the songbirds.
Don’t leave me if I fall asleep,
because I fear the thunder.
Lord, stay with me if I grow weak,
because I may get stronger.
Lord, run with me among the flowers,
as I touch your summer rain.
Help me to unleash your power,
and I’ll dance and chant your name.
Lord, take me to your secret bower,
and in your presence I’ll remain.
Lord, come to me this very hour,
before my courage slips away.
Lord, hear me cry upon the hill,
as I sing your song of truth.
Show me golden fields you till,
and let me see your footprints too.
Lord, look for me when I am still,
before my earthly life is through.
Lord, raise my mind beyond my will,
because my heart is lost to you.
35

The Path of Devotion

The Journey of Prayer

IN THESE MOMENTS WHEN WE PRAY

In this moment of awareness
when my thoughts are set on you;
I feel my heart expanding
with the love that grace renews.
A feeling of serenity
sustains my trusting soul.
Your peace, Oh Lord, still strengthens me
when I face life alone.
In this moment of acceptance,
I forget mistakes and failures.
I realize some decisions
don’t need to haunt forever.
Now that my love of God persists,
I must let go of every grudge.
If I truly wish to give,
then my mind must cease to judge.
Now in these moments ruled by change
when time will challenge courage.
Peace and joy may lose their strength
so fearful worries may emerge.
Then faith will bring redemption
even if the world seems strange.
So beyond this realm of tension,
God will guide us when we pray.
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MY DEEPEST PRAYER REQUEST

My growing courage returns again,
and fear begins to slowly fade.
The sorrow of what might have been
transforms into a time of faith.
Salvation like a holy witness
is kept alive through living grace.
Hidden in my peaceful spirit,
this wisdom leads to inner peace.
Yet still I fear some fearful moment,
when you, my Lord, will leave my life.
The secret love and light you offered
now seems lost as time drags on.
I wait and pray you’ll come again
like on that blessed holy day;
but every inner voice has ended,
so any lasting joy escapes.
Yet Lord, I know you still exist,
and think of times you rescued me.
Even in my deepest anguish,
you were there to comfort me.
In that moment as your guest,
I was blissful, pure and free.

37

The Path of Devotion

The Journey of Prayer

I PRAY FOR INSPIRATION

Oh Lord, I wait beside the road
and pray for inspiration.
The past is gone and I feel old,
and hope becomes frustration.
The weary nights feel empty now
with nothing but my sorrow.
My thoughts of hope are lost somehow
because my prayers feel hollow.
My growing doubt fills up my time,
and, Lord, my faith is challenged.
I need to have a prayerful mind,
but I can hardly manage.
All I see are fractured plans,
so I obsess and waver.
I try, but fail to understand,
the reason for my labor.
I know, oh Lord, your help will come,
so still I sense your presence.
I love you more than anyone
so I can still remember.
I know some day I’ll face my end,
but now I pray for wisdom.
For, I would face a thousand deaths
before I’d lose your kingdom.
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I’LL KNOW IT’S YOU FOR CERTAIN

Oh Lord, I call to you in prayer,
so you will come and save me.
I search for you in my despair,
and all my courage fails me.
So many roads have been dead ends,
yet still I try to follow.
For many years, I‘ve forged ahead
but still my life feels hollow.
Each day I search within my mind
for providential answers.
Each night I seek your love and light
but only shadows linger.
The faith and trust I once embraced
have left my soul to wander.
The hope that felt so much like grace
now fills my life with sorrow.
Yet, I recall your help, My Lord
in times of fear and hurry.
When I believed in no one else
your love transformed my worry.
My Lord, you are my precious guide
who knows how much I’m hurting.
When you appear again, this time,
I’ll know it’s you for certain.
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IN WAYS WE CAN’T IMAGINE

This world is like a plastic plant
that looks so good, but has no life.
The vision that the world projects
offers hope but always dies.
Dreams may occupy the mind
about tomorrow and its joy.
But soon the world moves on in time,
and dreams begin to lose their hold.
The world is like a broken toy
that loses all its wonder.
Illusions are the hopes I make,
yet no toy lasts forever.
But God will answer every prayer
in ways I can’t imagine.
Yet, I can trust him everywhere
and feel his loving presence.
The grace of God is like the wind
if I can trust his power.
His answer may be, “wait; not yet.”
or “no, but something different.”
God always knows my fitful mind,
and he can see my sorrow.
My Lord will always be my light,
and where he leads I’ll follow.

40

The Journey of Prayer

The Path of Devotion

GOD’S BLESSING

In times of failing inspiration
when words begin to lose their hold;
I fear the verse my art creates
won’t be found within my soul.
Instead, some distant information
will appear from deep inside;
so when my hopes begin to flourish,
the thoughts and themes are really mine.
In search of primal sounds and words
that bubble up behind my being;
I rarely find or make them turn
unless my mind can end its search.
Even if the words are transient
so the meaning loses power;
to hold the moment of creation
is like the urge to hear a flower.
Yet in the secret revelation
when the spirit appears as love;
the words are more than speculation
and grace shines forth in light again.
Then a work of art is sacred
and life can sense an inner light,
as the God of all creation
blesses words the poet writes.
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EVERY DAY GOD’S LOVE UNFOLDS

In this silent house I wander
where my guests can bring disease.
My thoughts are twisted up and tangled
locking down the way I feel.
Words lack hope and inspiration,
so each day is wait and see.
My Lord walks with me every day,
but still his love feels far away.
When my fear is overwhelming,
I believe the things I dread.
Every day the threat increases,
while the TV counts the dead.
Then the world denies me freedom,
and my doubts take hold again.
My Lord stands with me night and day,
but I begin to lose my way.
Nevertheless, in life and death,
I know that God still calls me.
The future is beyond my grasp,
but God has never lost me.
Though I am weary of living depressed,
God is forever my anchor.
My Lord is with me in my soul,
and God is love that still unfolds.
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FAITH CLIMBS LIKE AN EAGLE

My Lord, my heart believes in love
because you stand beside me.
When I am hurting and alone,
your grace is there to guide me.
Your patience gave me time to grow
through all my childish searching.
At last, I seek no path or goal
but rest within your mercy.
My Lord, I see the way at last
beyond my selfish ego.
The time for worldly dreams has passed,
and faith climbs like an eagle.
I care not for an easy life
where every wish is granted.
Instead, I pray to you each night
for quiet understanding.
My Lord, I rest in joyful peace
and seek no expectations.
My stubborn will and motives cease
subdued by consolation.
Desire and its tendencies
no longer hold my interest.
My Lord, you are my everything,
and life, at last, has purpose.
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FAITH IN HEAVEN

Most people feel or truly believe
that life is a test of survival.
Every desire and deep-rooted need,
they try to ignore but require.
Failure and sorrow stalk somebody else,
but then our death will soon appear.
Death is the riddle that no one can solve,
and no one escapes when it’s near.
Yet some may have seen life beyond death,
so dying is more than some evil.
The heaven they visit is clearly expressed,
as love without limits or shadows.
The pure light of God dispels even night,
and angels exist by the thousands.
The souls of the realm are truly alive
and they live in the joy all around them.
So now I believe without having seen
that heaven exists as a kingdom.
A world that has forests, mountains and streams,
and cities that know only wisdom.
I’m not really sure when my time runs out,
if God will allow me to enter;
but God is pure love, so I still can hope
that faith is the truest of answers.
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GOD CAN MAKE MY LIFE SECURE

Before my life on earth is spent,
and time becomes a deadly foe;
I’d like to sing to God again,
and chant with both my heart and soul.
Then feelings would become so clear,
that love and light could make me whole.
God would lead my rising spirit,
to my secret mystic home.
Before my body loses strength,
and my life I still remember.
I hope to pray with quiet faith
with needs and wants surrendered.
Then God might show me inner skies,
while l would seek the world no more.
When thoughts and words are left behind,
God can make my life secure.
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GOD REKINDLED MY HEART

When I was young and innocent,
my life turned like the seasons.
My inner thoughts were primitive,
and nature offered freedom.
The world appeared so new and clear,
it led to hidden longings.
Lost among the pine and deer,
I sensed a mystic calling.
But as I grew, I chased the world,
and lived for cheap sensations.
The inner secret lost its hold,
so all my time was wasted.
At last, I stumbled to the edge
with no one to befriend me.
The beauty that had always been
became the grief I carried.
Never knowing God was close by,
I wandered through my life in doubt.
But slowly I reformed my life
and gave up on my thoughts of death.
At last in pain, I turned within,
and God ignited my heart.
After that moment I live again,
and nothing can keep us apart.
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I CAN’T TURN BACK AGAIN

I can’t turn back again, my Lord
and let my feelings crush me.
The world has mostly let me down,
but You have always loved me.
The yesterdays of endless wants
have always led to failure.
But You, my Lord have touched my heart,
so now my life is better.
I won’t accept the anthem, Lord,
that sings of selfish freedom.
The present is the past once morerepackaged now as wisdom.
At last, I trust the road ahead
and wait for your direction.
Your presence overshadows death,
and love is Your protection.
I won’t turn back again, my Lord,
so now Your spirit leads me.
The light within unveils my soul,
and every doubt is fleeting.
Tomorrow I can never see
until the day is passing.
But you, oh Lord, know everything,
so I pray for compassion.
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GOD’S FAVOR

No one knows the sorrow I feel
when life is harsh and lonely.
Everyone tries to comfort me,
but words are guesses only.
The world appears to leave me out
while I seem lost and empty.
Sometimes friends are not enough
when giving up feels tempting.
Yet God will never let me down
nor will his love forsake me.
So many times when things go wrong,
He lifts me up to safety.
Then my problems yield to Spirit,
and I renew my sagging faith.
In the moment of God’s favor,
all my anguish turns to peace.
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I KNOW THAT GOD STILL LISTENS

To know that God protects my life
-no matter how I feelawakens courage in my heart
and helps me to believe.
The problems plaguing me will go
when grace descends within,
To trust God is to find the joy
that faith and love are one.
To know that God ends my despair
-so grief dissolves insidereleases me from every fear,
so doubts are put aside.
Gone are all impatient plans
that leave me lost and tired.
Each moment helps me understand
that God is here beside me.
To trust in God for all my needs
-so I can feel His presenceblesses me with inner peace
and now I know acceptance.
Now each day my heart gives thanks
for God has shown me mercy.
Even when my prayers are strained,
I know that He still listens.
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I AM NEVER ALONE

Sometimes my feelings of courage and faith
unravel and turn to confusion.
Plans that feel fresh turn suddenly stale,
and happiness fades to illusion.
The world accepts no unusual minds,
and life has no simple solutions.
Expecting to find God deep inside,
I must not rely on approval.
Maybe I need to be patient and strong,
and face all my problems with wisdom.
So many times when life has gone wrong,
I’ve needed to trust in my purpose.
Yet, life is like a bucket with holes,
that everyone dips in the river.
The water escapes, the bucket runs low
but the process persists without quitting.
Nevertheless, when dreams grind to dust,
and courage has burned to ashes,
the Lord himself may raise me up
and lead me with love and compassion.
Then when death must finally approach
when plans and dreams escape me,
deep within God’s grace will show
that Love is never ending.
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I STILL TRUST IN GOD FOR TODAY

In these times of doubt and disease,
too many people are dying.
Others need courage just to believe
since everyone seems to be fighting.
We clean and spray obsessed with health,
and time passes slowly each day.
Hope must exist for somebody else,
while bills are too many to pay.
Worst of all, the world is obscure,
and masks are the reason we hide.
Now we’re afraid and feeling unsure
since the faces we see are just eyes:
Are you smiling behind your mask,
or are you frightened and worried?
Should I feel friendship or dislike,
or are you simply indifferent?
These unresolved questions and thoughts,
still linger when hope turns to fear.
But faith can dissolve endless doubts,
and God instills strength when we’re weak.
No matter what happens in life,
I pray God will show us the way.
Despite what is wrong and what’s right,
I still trust in God for today.
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THIS TEST OF FAITH

God hides within the shadows,
behind my wretched heart.
Watching as I struggle,
he knows I’ll fall apart.
He sees that I’m in trouble,
he hears me call his name.
But still I get no answer,
and still I feel the pain.
Dark despair and worldly thoughts,
engulf my broken mind.
Temptation like an ocean wave,
overwhelms this time.
Drowning in this sea of doubt,
the world lacks hope and purpose.
Only God can save me now,
yet all my prayers are useless.
I need to pass this test of faith,
before I yield to fear.
Patience, like a mighty rock,
may yet hold back my tears.
Thoughts are merely passing clouds,
blocking out the light.
But now my courage flickers out,
my God, please make things right.
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DON’T FORGET GOD KNOWS YOUR NAME

When days of doubt turn into weeks,
and friends predict your pain will pass;
while secret storms cast down belief,
till every chance seems gone at last:
Remember God is still close by,
and with his help you still can try.
If loneliness attacks your heart,
but no one sees you suffer;
and life begins to fall apart,
while nothing seems to matter:
Don’t forget God knows your name,
and he can help you every day.
When you think you don’t belong,
and everywhere you feel alone;
even though the night is long,
and the job has let you down:
The world is like a passing dream,
but God is love and love is real.
If time begins to reach the end,
and nothing gives a sense of hope;
who but God can understand
the many ways He’ll help you out?
In time of fear and grim despair,
remember God is always here.

54

The Path of Devotion

The Secret of Faith

LOOKING DEEP WITHIN

So many trials appear in life
that happiness always dissolves.
Everything changes from morning till night,
and problems are never quite gone.
We reach out to others for love,
and search for acceptance and peace.
Yet soon they find somebody else,
and we are too lonely to sleep.
Even the body betrays us,
and death is the fate of us all.
All that we love will be taken.
All that we own will be gone.
But for those who look deep within,
the Lord is compassion and love.
He blesses us through every test
and leads us through sorrow and doubt.
We rise, we fight, and then we fall,
But God is there to help us all.
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MY LORD WILL SET ME FREE

Oh Lord you are the Holy One
who forms the stars and churns the sea.
Your love sustains the mystic sun
that creates our will to see.
Time and space are your conceptions,
and your “word” forms love and light.
The world exists as your creation,
and you alone bring day and night.
Your Spirit shapes the snow and rain,
and you inspire buds to bloom.
Oh Lord, you are the endless change
that helps us to discover you.
Oh Lord, you help the trapped and lost
and rescue those who need your grace.
You offer hope that leads to trust,
and saints and sinners know your name.
Oh Lord, you are the righteous path,
and you protect us with your love.
No matter what may come to pass,
I will cherish you forever.
Then death will be a sweet release,
and you, my Lord will set me free.
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BECAUSE YOUR WILL PROVIDES

My Lord I have forgotten,
the purpose of my life.
I lose myself and wander
when accusations fly.
With you I’m not forsaken,
because your will provides.
But I cannot awaken,
too stubborn to be wise.
My selfish rhyme is mired,
with words meant for display.
My love is smoke not fire,
and pride is all I pray.
My Lord you must grow tired,
as my thoughts just drift away.
I hope you soon will find me,
and touch my heart today.
Lord, my deeds are ego-centric,
as I seek out rewards.
I know I must do better,
so love can long endure.
I know our walk together,
has meaning when you’re near.
I ask for your forgiveness,
and dry my foolish tears.
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FAITH RETURNS AGAIN

In times of utter loneliness
when life has let me down,
and friends attempt to comfort me
but still I feel alone;
I patiently wait for thoughts to flee
and offer God the best in me.
When every day becomes a test
and confidence is low,
so every time I take a breath
my stress begins to grow;
I give up on my need for proof
and pray that God will lead me through.
Then when storms abate at last
and circumstances change,
so trials in life for now have passed
and faith returns again;
I act with courage then go on
and see that God is never gone.
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HOLDING ON FOR GOOD THIS TIME

I sit inside this silhouette
while thoughts like ghosts pass through me.
This feeling of pure emptiness
has come again to rule me.
Erasing every path of thought,
I think behind the shadows.
A quiet stream of life flows out
like twilight in the meadow.
This sense of peace is open sky
above the world of changes.
It frees the heart and stills the mind
and enters like a stranger.
When the world requires action,
and the will is ruled by need,
Then the mind is set in motion
floating on a restless sea.
Each day is now a quiet secret
cloaking still this state of trust.
I yearn to stay within the circle
holding back the need to rush.
I can’t know where this road is leading
since the symbols lose their rhyme.
But, still I know that God is teaching,
everywhere, and all the time.
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MY HEART IS LOST TO YOU

There is a numbness to my life
that weakens all perception.
It freezes up my empty mind,
and thoughts have no intention.
Nature has no perfect blessing,
even though I once believed.
Every wind and cloud means nothing,
while I wander like a leaf.
This nothingness of God alone
is sometimes known as holy work.
Yet I feel hollow in this role
where doubt and failure seem to lurk.
I pray this mood is just a ghost
that overwhelms the inner space.
Still I can’t find a way back out,
so life remains a constant strain.
Oh Lord, is this nothingness real
or am I misled and confused?
Each day becomes more like a wheel,
so I travel on like a fool.
Oh Lord, my heart is lost to you,
and you are love and light to me.
I won’t turn back but can’t break through;
The door is locked without your key.
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PATIENCE IS A FAITHFUL FRIEND

I pray for true devotion, Lord,
And seek to find your presence.
I’ve wandered down a thousand roads
and need your reassurance.
My mind is lost in countless thoughts,
and now my will is useless.
A cage surrounds my weary heart
and now the world confuses.
I pray for courage, oh my God,
to curb my restless nature.
I’ve sought myself in every song
and found a selfish singer.
Patience is a faithful friend
when thoughts are turned to you.
But pride and anger never end
when selfishness seeps through.
I pray for intuition, Lord,
within your silent secret.
This moment comes but soon withdraws,
so disappointment lingers.
Yet, deep within your boundless love
the light is always burning.
I seek to live a life of trust
and end this ceaseless yearning.
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SURRENDERING THE FUTURE

Oh Lord, I rarely succeed when I write,
and now I feel lost and abandoned.
The poems and stories I try to create
are mostly unread or rejected.
Now, in turmoil, I lose my resolve,
and hope sinks to doubt and depression.
Nothing creative can lift me up now,
and life offers nothing but tension.
Oh Lord, I truly believe in your word,
but still I don’t listen or seek you.
Perhaps I believe but still feel unsure
and don’t ask for help when I need it.
Sometimes in prayer my mind wanders off,
so my words sound distant and shallow.
Then I expect help with my problems,
even though my words are hollow.
Oh Lord, it’s not that boredom sways me,
nor am I fond of slothful habits.
It’s mostly frustration that ruins my day,
and somehow it always distracts me.
But you Lord, are the path to freedom,
and your grace provides my heart with joy.
It’s time for me to trust your wisdom,
and surrender my world to your love.
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THE LOVE OF GOD

From deep within the Mind of God,
the world has been created.
These endless forms and every thought
are fused to sound and spirit.
But like a child that trusts the world,
we learn to seek the senses.
Then the conscience bends to will,
and God is soon rejected.
From deep within the Light of God,
the world has been projected.
This sacred, secret, hiding sun
gives life to all creation.
This Radiant Truth outside of time
draws spirit into matter.
This inner world of living Light
goes on into forever.
From deep within the Love of God,
this world has been protected.
No matter how we fail to trust,
the Love of God is perfect.
A thousand times we may lose faith
and stumble into folly.
But God is never, ever, late
and patient love is holy.
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YOUR LOVE REMAINS SUPREME

In the calm, simple dawn of summer,
when songbirds wake in the trees,
my busy thoughts fall off and dissolve,
as I walk through the forest in peace.
Each quiet step I take through the wood,
fills me with joy I can feel.
The infinite sky, cloudy blue above,
adds magic and light to the dream.
Nature unfolds her kindness and love,
as I wander beyond my beliefs.

At last my heart cries out, oh God,
from behind the rivers and trees.
Your singing spirit gently hums,
and once more my soul believes.
I melt in toward your secret sun,
and have all the hope I need.
I know now if the world is gone,
your love remains supreme.

Yet something is missing, my heart reaches out.
I’m lost in the nature I seek.
The natural world limps and stumbles,
everywhere forests decrease.
Axes and bulldozers, scrape mountains level,
forests and rivers still scream.
When nature is gone, will humans be humbled?
Will we be slaves to machines?
How will peace and love sustain us?
How will our minds be free?
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AT THE TIME MY SOUL ENDURES

I have ventured to the sea
to a land that isn’t me
a land where thoughts aren’t made of clay
and words are more than words to say
a place where feelings never slay
in a time when goodness pays.
I have ventured through the sky
to a place that isn’t mine
a place beyond the neon signs
where words are more than cunning lies
a place that shines with inner light
in a time when dying dies.
I have ventured through the world
to a place I’ve seldom heard
a place where worries lose their curse
a place where God is not absurd
where every day feels blessed and pure
and when my soul at last endures.
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GOD IS ALWAYS TEACHING

The train of thought, at last, has stalled,
and silence rules the moment.
All around the world is calm
like evening on the mountain.
So secret is this calming grace,
that no one seems to notice.
Yet, everywhere around the train
is love beyond emotion.
This train of thought has now been lost
behind the evening shadows.
The long and grueling day has passed
so no one seeks or follows.
The engine of the mind is cold
deprived of hope and anguish.
The power of the mind grows old
set free from joy and sadness.
This train may never run again
if it remains in hiding.
This trance may keep the engine dead
if God and Love remind me.
Now the world is letting go,
and every prayer has meaning.
This sense of wonder still unfolds,
and God is always teaching.
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MY LORD FOREVER IN MY HEART

I yearn for you, my Lord, in summer,
like the grass awaits the dew.
I see your face in every flower,
that brightly smiles in afternoons.
I find you in the crash of thunder,
where the lightning floods the plain.
I feel your love throughout December
when the snowflakes spell your name.
I look for you in redwood forests
where the shadows loom like gods.
I praise you, Lord, with every chorus,
that my heart bursts out with song.
I trust you like the star and mountains,
that I gaze upon in awe.
I sense your presence in the ocean
where your waves plunge to the shore.
I greet you, Lord, with every dawning,
long before the world can care.
I follow you, Lord, where you wander,
through this world of blunt despair.
I dream of you, my Lord, at sunset,
while my senses drink your sky.
I hunt for you behind the darkness
and then you show me where you hide.
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A SONG TO THE LORD
The Lord is my harbor
when storms rock my soul.
He shelters my comings
and goings as well.
When troubles surround me,
He anchors my faith.
When problems confound me,
He calms with His grace.
Because He is steadfast,
my courage remains.
Because of His mercy,
my ship bears his name.

The Lord is my savior
eternal and great.
Whenever I falter,
He shows me the way.
Whenever temptation,
pounces before me,
My Lord soon restores me,
if only I pray.
Because of His promise,
my death holds no fear.
Because of his goodness,
His love draws me near.

The Lord is my Father
when sunrise appears.
He wakes up the flowers
and shines through my tears.
Wherever I wander,
He fills me with hope.
Whenever I’m humble,
He teaches my soul.
Because He engulfs me,
I cannot deceive him.
Because He so loves me,
I choose to believe Him.
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ALWAYS IT WAS YOU

Once I felt alone and lost
and rarely found success.
Everywhere my heart observed,
the world and all its stress.
My shallow thoughts believed that joy
meant seeking wants and needs.
Stuck inside my selfish hopes,
my spirit fell asleep.
I walked in sadness in my youth,
but what I sought was really you.

Now the spirit awakens me,
and loneliness declines.
The truth has not forsaken me,
so I have found my life.
Only grace could heal this fool
who’s made so many errors.
I thought my heart could always rule,
but now the spirit matters.

Then I broke from old beliefs
and searched beyond my weary mind.
I looked for answers in my grief
in a world of slanted time.
Alone within my restless sea,
my cherished friends had gone away.
Living in my awkward dream,
my faith began to feel the strain.
I thought the world outside was true,
but all the while I searched for you.

I looked for love but found no proof,
but now I know that Love is You.
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HIS FRIENDSHIP NEVER ENDS

My love for God seems soft or cold
depending on my thoughts and mood.
Sometimes when I should feel great,
I fret and hurry half the day.
The waves of change control my life,
but sometimes sorrow leads to light.
I should not call God, my friend,
but his friendship never ends.
My Lord stays very close to me,
even if I force belief.
I know my mind has fickle wants,
yet God exists deep in my heart.
I should not call God, my friend,
but his friendship never ends.
You, my Lord, are perfect love,
and I believe you’re never gone.
Now I pray for inner peace,
and trust your love will never leave.
I should not call God, my friend,
but still his friendship never ends.
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FREE FROM FEAR

A secret song sings deep within
that overwhelms all questions.
It holds the emptiness within,
and only faith is present.
Life is now a distant stage,
yet every scene is acted.
A realm of spirit fills the day,
and thought is now transcended.
This trance reveals a world of trust
beyond the mind’s projections.
It goes beyond the separate self
and loves without exception.
Judgments lose their need for power
drifting off before they rise.
The way of life beyond the shadows
expands within and purifies.
Yet, this moment free from fear
collapses into thinking.
Still the outer world appears,
and love seems gone completely.
So, once again the mind grinds on,
and time brings sense and order.
Once again the trance breaks down.
then thoughts pour in like water.
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ABSORBED IN LIGHT

I yearn to find my way back home
and reach the world of endless love.
To live among the peaceful souls
and finally know I’m good enough.
The rush of angel wings in flight
will mingle in the joyous breeze.
Then thoughts can be absorbed in light,
and lurking doubts will finally cease.
Yet, the world I now inhabit
seems to be a realm of pain.
Joy exists but soon collapses
in the cauldron that is change.
Peace today, but war tomorrow.
Decent folks are left behind.
Every promise that feels hollow,
blurs the truth of wrong and right.
Some say life feels too short
while the suffering say it’s long.
Yet in the end, death plays his part
and we believe he’s strong.
Yet every soul is still immortal,
and death is just a point in time.
God exists within each moment,
and it’s heaven we will find.
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AN INNER VOICE BEHIND MY THOUGHT

An inner voice behind my thought
begins to rise and beckon.
It draws me toward a secret calm
then holds me in its presence.
Transcending thought it fills the space
with lovely sweet vibration.
Dissolving will, it guards the gate
that leads to separation.
This trance is like a lullaby
that stills the world of changes.
It chants a hymn of love and life
and runs throughout creation.
I watch the world beyond myself
with unimagined reverence.
My soul survives but nothing else,
and nothing it remembers.
Then the song begins to weaken
slowly first, but then with haste.
Thoughts evolve in bits and pieces
churning up both time and space.
Mind begins to fill up quickly
with my restless wants and needs.
Life becomes a prayer and mystery
seeking out humility.
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FEELINGS OF JOY

I sing out each morning
with joy in my heart.
My spirit is soaring.
I live in the Lord.
The darkness has left me.
God’s light fills my soul.
His love now protects me,
and I’m never alone.
Whenever I’m lonely,
wherever I am,
God hears me calling,
and He takes my hand.
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HIDDEN IN CHRIST

Alone in the desert of selfish desire,
the arid winds blew, burning hot.
I searched every feeling, but finally got tired,
while cursing alone in the dark.
I burned and froze, alone every day,
and hoped for a path to depart.
Lost in the night, I suffered each day,
and longed for the friendship of God.
Alone in the fortress of “do it my way,”
my will was as strong as an ox.
God beckoned to me, but stubborn I stayed,
until finally my soul felt like rock.
God in his grace held out his hand,
and told me of pure selfless love.
I wept at the gate, a lost frightened man,
then God in his love picked me up.
Now I am hidden, in Christ’s loving light,
and live with my neighbors in peace.
I reach out in faith, day and night,
and work to be loving and free.
The Great Holy Spirit directing my will,
brings out the best in my heart.
Now and forever, I trust in God still,
and nothing can keep us apart.
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MY SPIRIT MAY SOAR

I need you Lord, on lonely days
when every thought feels troubled.
I seek you out in times of change,
so we can stay together.
I always long to follow you;
my heart aches in your absence.
Oh Lord, I know you love me too,
despite my need for patience.
But life remains a hidden road
that I can’t really fathom.
All the love I think I give
seems tarnished, cold or damaged.
Oh Lord, my hope must turn to prayer,
and I should learn to trust you.
In my heart I know you care,
and you are still my master.
Soon my spirit learns to soar,
and you, my Lord, will show me.
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THE CALM WITHIN

Some days begin with anxious thought
so fear and worry follow me.
My hope then quickly falls apart,
and every moment smothers me.
It’s only when the night returns
that sleep will take away the pain.
When morning dawns again I stir,
and time exacts another day.
At other times, the dawn feels holy,
so the world appears to shine.
Every thought is faith in motion,
so peace can free my wayward mind.
Then my heart delights in others,
and my faith protects my needs.
I stay awake for countless hours,
so my mood will never leave.
Yet, moods are like a fickle love
who changes every day and night.
Never does she seek the future,
and all you really do is fight.
But trust in God becomes an anchor
when the waves of mood crash in.
Thoughts and feelings can be faithless,
yet God remains the calm within.
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THE MYSTERY OF LIGHT AND ENERGY

The Spirit exists in us all
despite what we feel and believe.
Like the sky and the infinite stars,
the love of God always is free.
Whether fear takes over our hearts,
or worries imprison our minds,
None are left out no matter the doubt,
and none will be left far behind.
Only God knows the boundless souls
and when the spirit awakens.
The meek may grow in holiness,
while the proud may live for themselves.
Yet, all who search for God inside,
and seek the quiet path of love;
may find a quiet peaceful light,
that shines forever in our hearts.
We seek the presence of the Lord
and pray for mercy and grace.
This life can be tough on all of us
because we learn from mistakes.
So life and death transcend our wills
but they are not our enemies.
Behind the realms of dread and bliss,
the Lord is light and energy.
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THE STILLNESS OF GOD

I seek out the stillness,
within every day,
Believing that God
is here now today.
Problems dissolve
when ego lets go,
My mind is relaxed,
so the moment can flow.

I rest in the stillness,
of God’s mighty sea.
Knowing for certain,
that God is in me.
I rest in the quiet,
of God’s loving arms,
Free from all worry,
safe from all harm.

I seek out the stillness
behind every thought.
High thoughts or low,
give up and are gone.
Glimpsing at God,
through eyes filled with tears,
I know of His love,
and death has no fear.

I rest in the stillness,
and give up control.
I hold on to God,
and fill up my soul.
With each passing day,
I’ll seek out God’s grace,
and when I’m alone,
I’ll press on with faith.
81

The Presence Within

The Path of Devotion

THE TRINITY

God Almighty, Eternal Light,
you are the Truth, the inner sun;
the source of revelation.
Your holy breath, the word Amen,
leads us to your presence.
You are beyond this world of dreams,
for those who practice penance.
Jesus Christ, son of God,
source of love and patience,
you walked the earth and knew our pain,
from God you came to save us.
The secrets you revealed to us,
lead us to God’s love.
Someday you will return to earth,
our risen, savior, God.

Holy Spirit, secret fire,
Comforter supreme,
your energy sustains our faith,
forever you remain.
Constant like Almighty God,
you lead us to the truth.
Infinite like Christ himself,
you rescue us from doom.
Three in one, the Trinity,
Father, Son, and Spirit,
light with love and energy,
forever we adore you.
Beyond our thought and reason,
we trust your hope and faith.
With grateful hearts we praise you,
our source of love and grace.
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LOVE IS ALL I HEAR

A quiet stillness beckons me,
and you, my Lord, draw near.
My mind becomes a hollow reed,
and love is all I hear.
This empty space beyond my thoughts
creates a timeless moment.
The need to know is finally lost,
and now my spirit opens.
Yet intuition comes and goes
while thoughts return and pester.
I gain my mind, but lose my soul
to every kind of clutter.
The chatter of a thousand whims
begins to rule and bind.
The moment fades to memory
and beauty gathers time.
My Lord, this realm of time and space
divides and so deceives.
All hope is lost without your grace,
but you are Love Supreme.
I pray this world of yes and no,
dissolves into the night.
My countless thoughts refuse to go
but You, my Lord, are Light.
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GOD IS MORE THAN FEELING

My life was once a living death
when I put trust in feelings.
It seemed that every nervous breath
could turn my thoughts against me.
Every time I tried my best,
the day would overwhelm me.
I searched for sources of relief
in secret books and messages.
But people buy and sell relief
and offer mostly sentiment.
Then, at last, all hope in me
fell apart, and then was gone.
Yet like a secret song of hope,
my private dread is easing.
The light of love begins to grow
and God is more than feeling.
Now, the spirits helps me know
that life is meant for living.
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FOLLOW THOSE BEFORE ME

If heaven exists, I’d like to go
when life on earth is ending.
I’d live among the turquoise slopes,
and dive through pastel waters.
I’d talk to God and feel His love,
and climb the purple mountains.
I’d see a hundred friends at once,
and race them through the shadows.
If heaven exists I’d long to stay
and learn the rules to honor.
I’d float around both night and day
and chant to all the flowers.
The laughter and so many smiles
would resonate with beauty.
God would see my secret side,
and I could tell He knew me.
If heaven exists I’d long to part
and follow those before me.
We’d yearn to help the broken hearts
who live on earth still hurting.
The world again would be our camp,
and we would speak of heaven.
But when we’re weak and losing strength,
we’d wait for God to fetch us.
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NOW AND FOREVER

I once thought God lived in the sky,
so I could never reach him.
Every day God ruled my life,
and I felt lost and feeble.
Justice was a subtle threat,
and death meant fear and sorrow.
The world deceived, yet I felt trapped,
so life remained a puzzle.
I once thought God was just a myth
that helped most people function.
Science taught the deeper truths,
so it soon left religion.
The world was like a vast machine,
and every gear was perfect.
Yet science sought its own beliefs,
and had no room for spirit.
At last, I know that God is real
and not just fear and anger.
Everywhere God intercedes,
and He loves every creature.
Within each soul the spirit reigns,
to help the world remember.
The author of both form and name
creates beyond forever.
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SYMBOLS OF ETERNITY

Symbols of eternity
like twilight in the woods;
Spark our deepest memories,
for we who choose to look.
The blazing sun and glowing moon,
tell stories that prevail.
And deep within each wave of blue
is God who never fails.
Symbols of eternity,
are in the sparkling rain.
Although we stumble constantly,
our God will still remain.
Change and sorrow wear us down,
like chains against our chests;
But God’s pure love is all around,
in symbols like our breath.
Symbols of eternity
are truly God’s domain.
His symbols are in everything,
in pleasure and in pain.
True compassion when unveiled
is ever to be found.
God’s symbols like a forest trail
are with us even now.
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THE HOLY PLACE

Whisper to the lilacs blooming.
Whistle to the cawing crows.
Witness rolling winds consuming.
Feel the magic come and grow.
Sing beneath a willow awning.
Laugh behind a waterfall.
Touch the ocean with your body.
Feel the tide that gently pulls.
Look for light in every corner.
Find the spirit lost inside.
Start the quest, begin the sojourn.
Let your yearning be your guide.
Meditate on quiet evenings.
Contemplate the moon and sun.
Find the truth your heart is seeking.
Reach the holy place called love.
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I WILL TURN TO GOD FOR COMFORT

I will turn to God for comfort
and rest beside a shady stream.
Winds of spring and early summer
could bring out the best in me.
I long to climb up in the mountains
and watch the clouds explore the sky.
I seek a life with more devotion
before this moment passes by.
I must live a life of service,
so others can depend on me.
Though I lack a sense of purpose,
the Lord will not abandon me.
God’s love can overwhelm my doubt
if only trust will give me faith.
At any time, the Lord alone
can lift my spirt with his grace.
I will find the path to glory,
so my soul can find some peace.
Life is change and filled with sorrow,
and the world seems incomplete.
The road ahead may seem too tough
and obstacles may block the way.
But only God is strong enough
to lead me through the world each day.
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A BETTER MAN

There are moments in my daily life
when work succeeds and blessings flow.
Almighty God sees how I try,
and my contentment seems to grow.
But soon, I feel I must have more
because desires always fester.
I then forget that God ignores
the selfish prayers that just don’t matter.
But often prayers are desperate pleas
when jobs are lost or illness strikes.
I pray to God for all my needs,
asking him to make things right.
Then as my worries disappear,
I fail to think of God each night.
So in some future joyful season,
God may see me wasting time.
So I am always good with “please,”
but “thank you” is a problem.
Yet gratitude should always be
The first thing I remember.
If I could be less self-absorbed,
then I could be a better friend.
If I could let my spirit soar,
then God would see a better man.
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ACCEPTING ALL THINGS FREELY

There are no wrongs to right, My Lord,
and all my doubts are gone.
I love you day and night, My Lord,
and what was lost is found.
The past has lost its hidden force,
and needs no explanation.
Future visions seek no source
and cause no expectations.
If you wish for me to serve,
I will work with patience.
If you leave me to myself,
I will rest in silence.
But I will make no future plans
that seek some selfish purpose.
Now, at last, I understand
and trust your loving presence.
I will answer yes, yes, yes,
accepting all things freely.
No longer will I wait and test
because, My Lord, you lead me.
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BEYOND OUR EAGER SENSES

The world can never make us free,
and change can leave us hurting.
We always know how life should be
until we are uncertain.
No matter how we wish to live,
the world will push us onward.
Our thoughts expect the world to give,
but still we’re left with sorrow.
Today may be unbearable
and rob us of our faith.
Some days may be beautiful,
but most days give us pain.
So many times we face despair
and soon forget God’s blessings.
When emotions lead to fear,
the hope of love is tested.
The path of life brings joy and grief,
and every day has problems.
But God still understand our needs,
and prayers can ease our burdens.
In this realm of dreams and shadows,
God is love behind the scene.
His light transcends both good and evil
far beyond the world we see.
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BUT GOD INSISTS I TRY AGAIN

Sometimes my heart can crack like glass
when thoughts are worn and fragile.
So many times when life turns sad,
my every breath feels worried.
Yet change still seeks me night and day,
or often boredom finds me.
My mind is brittle, tossed and strained,
and effort can be binding.
I understand I must be strong,
and learn to live with trials.
Some can rise above the throng,
but I hide in the shadows.
Still I wish to find my place
among the pilgrim seekers.
Yet, the world will never wait
for us, the timid creatures.
If I could act ignoring thoughts
then my beliefs could flourish.
Life might offer hope and trust,
and I could grow in courage.
But all I truly know is God,
and he accepts my love for him.
I stumble, fall and feel alone,
but God insists I try again.
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LOVE REQUIRES EFFORT

When my anxious thoughts take hold,
my heart feels old and tired.
Then I often lose control,
so every hope is shattered.
Endless problems drain my strength,
and change is never easy.
I seek to trust my thoughts of peace,
but I hear only weakness.
Some believe that worries pass,
and patient strength must triumph.
Some point out that love can last,
and that my fears seem minor.
Some assert that nervous thoughts
can never conquer faith.
With courage and persistence,
they say that hope is grace.
But even though my thoughts persist,
and feelings rarely sparkle.
I apprehend that God exists,
and I still need to follow.
My restless soul must always seek
to find the mystic kingdom.
My spirit knows that I am weak,
but God can teach a pilgrim.
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BEFORE THE TWILIGHT BECKONS

If I could float above the clouds
before the twilight beckons;
Life would be a peaceful song,
and fear would fail to threaten.
All thoughts of doubt would fall away,
and joy would fill the evening.
My soul would merge beyond the day,
and faith would lead to freedom.
If I were blessed with light and love,
the world might be a river.
Flowing on beyond my wants,
the sea itself could shelter.
Then endless changes would dissolve
like streams that reach the ocean.
Then fruitless plans that wear me out
could pass away forever.
If I believed and trusted God,
my faith could lead to patience.
I’d tolerate the ups and downs,
and love would find the balance.
This world is like a wishing tree
that fills the mind with trust.
But God is all there is to need
when pride is ground to dust.
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PERFECTIONISM

In times of doubt and deep despair,
my worried mind controls.
Nervous tension dwells on fear,
smothering my soul.
Every thought transforms to dread,
and confidence recedes.
I wander off inside my head,
beyond where love can reach.
But then I think of God’s pure spirit,
buried in the maze.
I offer up my life and fears,
and rest my mind and pray.
I let go of all nervous thought,
and give my pain to God.
Then I see his loving light,
behind this world’s façade.
Now I trust in God to save,
and do the best I can.
I meditate at night and wait,
and then I understand.
Perfection is a trap for me,
and ego makes things worse.
Now I trust and finally see,
that love is always first.
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THE HARDEST BELIEF

Now that the fever of seeking subsides
and trust in the world is abandoned;
I see that my faith in selfish desire
can never bring ultimate freedom.
When life disappoints, soon sorrow pursues,
then anger is born from frustration.
When wants become needs, the meaning of truth
is lost in the maze of consumption.
This deep disappointment with all I believed
and failure to find any answers;
led me to follow the things I can’t see
and trust in the world beyond nature.
Still, I stumble and stall in sadness sometimes
when problems become too depressing;
but now I believe that God rules my life,
so, all that I do involves patience.
Nevertheless, this trek through the world
is narrow and winding before me.
I cannot turn back or circle around
while nothing ahead seems important.
But the hardest belief to hold in my heart
is trusting that God is beside me.
This vision of love that still gives me hope
will always be here deep inside me.
98

The Path of Devotion

Growing in Peace and Maturity

HIDING MY TRUTH

A sinister energy somehow returns,
and it carries excitement and doubt.
It blossoms inside like an old parasite
and draws out my vulnerable thoughts.
This poisonous leech disguised as truth
tempts me toward sparkling journeys.
But I can’t give in and risk jail again,
so I hide behind logic and safety.
Now my insecure smiles and appropriate speech
protect me from dubious stares.
As God is my witness, I’m not really odd,
I’m just hiding my truth till the end.
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IN A MAD RUSH FOR GOD

In a mad rush for God, the world can test:
We race through life in search of success.
We run for the prize viewed as the best.
We reach for children forgetting the rest.
Rushing for God, we’re skewed to the left.
In a mad rush for God, the passion can wane:
We search for the power, knowledge and fame.
We seek out difference and make it the same.
Racing for God, we still run away.
In a mad rush for God, the mind can grow tired:
We battle with thoughts and feel overpowered.
We touch the TV screen and watch it for hours.
We wander the streets begging for quarters.
Longing for God, we fall through the forest.
In a mad rush for God, the journey is long:
We all seek the truth but soon wander off.
We look for the bigger, the shiny, the most.
We run from ourselves, in sadness and doubt.
Yearning for love, it’s God who knows how.
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EVERY DAY IS A CHALLENGE

I have found that life is tough,
so every day is a challenge.
Sometimes the world beats me up,
but there’s nothing to do but manage.
Rarely is time a straight forward line,
so tension and stress can be tragic.
Whenever I seek to master my mind,
I never can take the advantage.
The world is like a foreign land
so I seem to constantly fail.
Yet in my doubt and inner struggle,
I still believe God knows my name.
Though overwhelmed by grief and sorrow,
because I lack both peace and strength;
God provides his loving service,
and my spirit soars again.
The world will not conform to me,
so I must change my attitudes.
Only God can rescue me,
even if the world bleeds through.
When I stumble or lose my way,
God can save me from despair.
He may wait and test my faith
but in the end God’s always here.
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LORD YOU TURNED MY INSIDE OUT

Sometimes I felt that I was old,
because my life seemed over.
The time I thought would be my own
had now seemed lost forever.
My way seemed blocked at every turn,
while every day seemed hard to read.
I sought to find some helpful word,
but thoughts concealed the truth in me.
Oh Lord, you turned me inside out.
You lifted me, then left me out.

But now, Oh Lord, you bless my days,
so life unfolds within your peace.
I feel your presence when I pray,
while your protection gives me strength.
You are my harbor in the storm,
so if I’m lost you come for me.
You are my shelter when I mourn,
because your love will comfort me.

I once believed I knew the way,
and often plans would bubble up.
Self-assured, my thoughts prevailed,
and all I felt I learned to trust.
But soon ambition spoiled my health,
and my success seemed strangely hollow.
Before I could redeem myself,
my inner strength, at last, gave out.
Oh Lord, you turned me inside out.
You lifted me, then left me out.

Oh Lord, you turned me inside out.
But now your grace has found my heart.
102

The Path of Devotion

GOD FINDS THE LONELY

God
Finds
the
Lonely

103

The Path of Devotion

God Finds the Lonely

GOD HELPS ME IN MY DESPAIR

This frustrating mood lingers like worry
that troubles my heart and cripples my mind.
Nothing seems easy, so patience is forced,
and dreams of the future seem weary.
Every door closes, and windows slam shut,
while all means of help are exhausted.
Even the promise of hope feels like loss
in this wasteland of meaningless effort.
But God understands my fear and distress,
and He sees me trapped in confusion.
He knows I’m lost in stubborn despair,
but sooner or later, He’ll be here.
My pattern seems always to climb to the peak,
so God can encourage me onward.
No matter the purpose, problem or climb,
God is my hero, redeemer, and guide.

104

The Path of Devotion

God Finds the Lonely

I WAIT HERE IN DARKNESS

Lord, I still cry out to you,
but all I hear is silence.
No matter what I try to do,
I still seek out your guidance.
Every day you know I call,
and wait each dreary morning.
You alone have seen me fall,
but you know I am learning.
Lord, you could unburden me
before my hope collapses.
You alone can rescue me
because you are my master.
Now I’m weak and don’t deserve
your love and consolation.
But my spirit always yearns
to rest in your compassion.
Lord, I am a restless soul
who cannot find contentment.
Every day I seek the shore,
but death is always present.
My Lord you’ve always heard my prayers
despite my doubt and weakness.
Now the way is so unclear,
I wait here in the darkness.
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LONELY MOMENTS

Sometimes in moments of sadness
when the nights can be lonely and long,
The world can feel so far away;
that joy seems for everyone else.
An endless stream of doubts persist,
so fear consumes all secret hope.
The feeling of incoming anguish
engulfs the mind and fools the heart.
Yet deep within this troubled night,
the Lord may offer love and faith.
In either circumstance or friend
his love and grace may soon appear.
Through his inner voice and strength,
He will lead beyond despair.
The Lord can always find the way
to rescue those who live in doubt.
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OUR WEARY SOUL FINDS REST

If the worries that you feel
rise up to cloud your mindlook past the times you failed
and find the strength to fight.
Even if your mind is raw
from the sorrow in your heartremember you are stronger
than others think you are.
The Lord is our companion,
so our weary souls find rest.

When I need faith and comfort,
and my Lord seems hard to find;
He doesn’t let me wander,
but he pushes from behind.
The Lord is like a castle
to those who seek protection.
He always fights the battles
for those whose life is broken.
Our Lord is our companion,
so our weary souls find rest.

If time feels long and boring
or too soon it slips awayremember time can’t ruin
the soul who lives to pray.
Yet, the Lord is always here
like the earth beneath our feet,
like the sky above our head;
He loves the ones who seek.
The Lord is our companion,
so our weary souls find rest.
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THIS WRETCHED CAGE

I long to sing the spirit song,
but every note is flat.
I yearn to find another day
where secrets may be kept.
I seek to trust the silent sky,
so I can touch the quiet.
I wish my words conveyed the love,
that hides so deep within me.
Although God feels so close today,
this wretched cage confines me.
It used to be a perfect fit,
but now it melts and cheats me.
Yet once my soul flew far away
and glimpsed behind the curtain.
Still I fear this gloomy day,
will end in more frustration.
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WHEN LONELINESS INVADES THE HEART

When loneliness invades the heart,
the mind can hardly bear it.
It tests our faith in all we do,
and soon our lives seem pointless.
Alone among the lively crowd,
all trust begins to waver.
The day is rough and nights are cruel,
and nothing offers purpose.
Then doubt consumes when peace departs,
and love endures, but barely.
The sorrow in the lonely soul,
soon makes each day a prison.
Yet, loneliness can find a way
to overcome the pain with prayer.
Day and night God helps us through
even when all joy is gone.
When all our strength begins to fray,
so living feels like dying;
The grace of God may draw us near
and hope may lead to freedom.
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ENDLESSLY ENDING

When thoughts descend like sinister clouds,
and shadows transform into spirits;
I tempt my soul and wreck my health,
and soon I’m a despondent stranger.
This mood bears down and pierces my heart,
as if it were some hidden weapon.
I fight the feeling, but then I let go
and finally emotions surrender.
I whistle within this labyrinth,
and crash, collapse and groan.
A victim of my tainted brain,
that never leaves me alone.
But I will seek my open sky
and soon the clouds will vanish.
The sun will melt my frozen thoughts,
and I will feel inspired.
Joy may sing a mystic spell,
while magic chants soar higher
This wilderness of love will last,
until the darkness smothers.
Endlessly ending, it springs up again.
Lost in the cycle I cannot escape.
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LIFE IS CHANGE

The nights can be so long sometimes
when problems drain my inner peace.
Then worries breach and flood my mind,
so trust in life begins to sink.
Sleeplessness then leads to anguish,
so my judgment often suffers.
Then time becomes a constant threat,
and hours pass in wakefulness.
These secret moments spent in grief
may linger long past morning.
Alone upon this restless sea,
the shore can seem too daunting.
Regrets and guilt may multiply,
as if my faults control me.
Yet I believe that deep inside,
I trust my ceaseless feelings.
Nevertheless, I will be brave
and face the burdens of my heart.
The drama of the night may test,
but always comes the break of dawn.
God can heal my misery
and touch my spirit with his grace.
The prayers for help I really need
are those that teach me how to change.
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STUMBLE AND FALL

The presence of peace feels so pure,
on the journey back home to God.
First I feel free, patient and sure,
but then my desires take hold.
My good will towards others is lost,
and selfishness smothers my soul.
Every day I stumble and fall
and crawl back in search of God’s love.
When sunshine and joy fill my heart,
it’s simple to teach about God,
But as soon as some project goes wrong,
my courage and faith fall apart.
Then problems cause fear and alarm,
and all of my dreams turn to dust.
Every day I stumble and fall
and crawl back in search of God’s love.
Yet, the times I feel so alone,
the spirit of God still remains.
In moments of sadness and doubt
are storms that will soon pass away.
The secret of life in our hearts
exists in the light of the Lord.
Every day I stumble and fall
and crawl back in search of God’s love.
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THE WISDOM OF THE HIDDEN WAY

The need to search is gone again,
so thought forms have receded.
A quiet sense absorbs the past,
and future time is leaving.
Set free from ego, pride, and fear,
the mind has lost its anger.
Expanding through the now and here,
the Spirit stills the dreamer.
This hidden source of day and night
reveals the moment’s purpose.
A wondrous sense of love abides,
and life becomes a worship.
Alone inside this mystic home,
the worlds are joined together.
The Spirit leads but never moves,
yet still sustains forever.
This moment of eternal grace
is always here and waiting.
The wisdom of the hidden way
resides behind creation.
Yet God is guiding every day.
and still I seek to wander.
But I will learn to find my way
before my life is over.
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TO DEATH

Oh death, let me linger, here on the earth,
because I trust life, and know what it’s worth.
Before there was sorrow, and fears for my health,
but now in my summer, I seek inner wealth.
It’s true in the past, I’ve called you to come,
but now I see promise and courage has won.
Yesterday’s demons have long disappeared,
and now I am ready to leave you, my dear.
Oh death, let me stay here and celebrate change,
because I see clearly that God knows my name.
Spirit and faith now anchor my thought,
and patience and grace redeem what was lost.
Now in this season of love and surprise,
I need you no longer, on God I rely.
So death, let me leave you and give God a try,
I promise to hold you at last when I die.
Now I am useful and cherish my soul,
so death set me free and leave me alone.
I know you are lonely, soothing, and deep,
but I want my freedom to laugh and to weep.
Forgive me, oh death, you’ve long been my friend,
but I seek the sunlight and darkness must end.
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WHY ARE WE KEPT FROM KNOWING?

The other side of death is veiled
beyond our will and senses.
It haunts our lives and never fails
to stalk and plot against us.
For some death comes in early spring
while others pass in winter.
A few refuse to wait their turn,
and pass in early summer.
So many claim to know the truth
but every tale is different.
Many seem so free from doubt,
yet they seem inconsistent.
The strong and sure are often wrong
when death appears in secret.
No one waits when death takes hold
no matter how resilient.
It seems absurd that few have glimpsed
at worlds beyond our dying.
Since all must leave this world of dreams,
why are we kept from knowing?
Perhaps, we all would leave this realm,
if we could see another.
So we must wait on God and love,
and trust we’ll be together.
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GOD WILL GUIDE US THROUGH THE NIGHT

In these times of endless worry
when the world seems upside down,
Life and death are more than words,
and faith and hope are blurry.
We must avoid our friends and neighbors,
so the streets are strangely clear.
Strength is now the only option,
as we face our toughest fears.
Yet God is our eternal partner,
and he transcends our deepest thoughts.
If we trust and stick together,
God will lead us through the dark.
If we fight some secret sickness,
God will guide us through the night.
If we die without a witness,
God will lead us to the light.
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December 29, 2018
August 01, 2017
January 29, 2021
September 12, 2019
July 08, 2016
December 13, 2017
August 06, 2018
September 11, 2016
March 05, 2020
August 19, 2018
May 06, 2017
August 06, 2016
April 03, 2021
May 28, 2016

Unsplash Image Link

Poem

https://unsplash.com/photos/AFaMbjb9sDM
https://unsplash.com/photos/Cp0reX9APUA
https://unsplash.com/photos/E11qGYYexAY
https://unsplash.com/photos/Kq2WV3WPrYU
https://unsplash.com/photos/c4TX-RTYN4M
https://unsplash.com/photos/__pzUnC_OWA
https://unsplash.com/photos/f_NGd35rOsQ
https://unsplash.com/photos/H7sHkM9eilw
https://unsplash.com/photos/H3giJcTw__w
https://unsplash.com/photos/JokScgEtkaA
https://unsplash.com/photos/Mu3T3DmvQQw
https://unsplash.com/photos/cTKGZJTMJQU
https://unsplash.com/photos/rsfJ8DspwoA
https://unsplash.com/photos/cHvWMMkET1A
https://unsplash.com/photos/R1J6Z1cnJZc
https://unsplash.com/photos/qT1Fpj7VidI
https://unsplash.com/photos/QOkr2RY4DT4
https://unsplash.com/photos/12IHVEFRacQ
https://unsplash.com/photos/yebr4lu-cr4
https://unsplash.com/photos/6Xw9wMJyHus
https://unsplash.com/photos/3y1zF4hIPCg
https://unsplash.com/photos/M2Kxb80gqcc
https://unsplash.com/photos/LUYD2b7MNrg
https://unsplash.com/photos/5DJqsjAYlmk

My Deepest Prayer Request
I Search for You Still
My Lord Forever in My Heart
Accepting All Things Freely
Cover Photo
Because Your Will Provides
Perfectionism
Holding on for Good this Time
Absorbed in Light
Symbols of Eternity
I Wait Here in the Darkness
This Wretched Cage
The Trinity
Endlessly Ending
Life is Change
Don't Forget God Knows Your Name
Halfway to Eternity
My Heart is Lost to You
I Will Turn to God for Comfort
A Quiet Prayer
God Rekindled My Heart
Helping Me to Find My Way
God is More than Feeling
Lonely Moments
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Published

Jacob Bentzinger
Jakayla Toney
Javardh
Jens Lelie
Jeremy Perkins
Jessica Delp
John Mccann
Jon Tyson
Jon Tyson
Kace Rodriguez
kenny karlys
Kevin McCutcheon
Larry Costales
Look Up Look Down Photography
Luke Stackpoole
Marek Piwnicki
Mario Dobelmann
Mark Harpur
Mathias P.R. Reding
Matt Nelson
Max van den Oetelaar
Maxime Lebrun
Miguel A. Amutio
Museums Victoria

September 10, 2020
August 12, 2021
May 26, 2018
April 22, 2015
May 06, 2017
September 18, 2020
July 28, 2017
August 08, 2018
December 18, 2020
March 09, 2016
September 28, 2020
June 11, 2018
April 24, 2018
February 18, 2019
February 16, 2018
September 17, 2021
May 16, 2019
July 22, 2018
July 20, 2018
August 28, 2017
April 28, 2018
June 15, 2018
March 30, 2020
March 17, 2020

Unsplash Image Link

Poem

https://unsplash.com/photos/OrovnGeyG-A
https://unsplash.com/photos/LmF4eBYs08c
https://unsplash.com/photos/FL6rma2jePU
https://unsplash.com/photos/u0vgcIOQG08
https://unsplash.com/photos/7FOSJVtUtac
https://unsplash.com/photos/eI_bxQQINRE
https://unsplash.com/photos/bm15OYOm-Gc
https://unsplash.com/photos/FlHdnPO6dlw
https://unsplash.com/photos/rbz1hVh7_LM
https://unsplash.com/photos/pMK84mYVwTA
https://unsplash.com/photos/7qRM11Kmnh4
https://unsplash.com/photos/SEnPToe2kiQ
https://unsplash.com/photos/ZsFXXsv5Qi4
https://unsplash.com/photos/t02XukS9dUU
https://unsplash.com/photos/eWqOgJ-lfiI
https://unsplash.com/photos/utVaXQQzlEo
https://unsplash.com/photos/7GSRnSlIViI
https://unsplash.com/photos/K2s_YE031CA
https://unsplash.com/photos/3GpU_NWtOKA
https://unsplash.com/photos/bx4WS8mhz3w
https://unsplash.com/photos/buymYm3RQ3U
https://unsplash.com/photos/1o2071GOVp0
https://unsplash.com/photos/yr7-dzqmpSI
https://unsplash.com/photos/mGU5cQNKg9E

Keep the Candle Burning
The Holy Place
I’ll Know It’s You for Certain
God is Enough
Every Day Gods Love Unfolds
The Path is Sometimes Hard to Find
My Spirit May Soar
Time
I am Never Alone
Stumble and Fall
His Friendship Never Ends
The Wisdom of the Hidden Way
I Still Trust in God for Today
God's Blessing
Here I am again, Lord
Every Day is a Challenge
Love is All I Hear
I Need to Follow You
God Can Make My Life Secure
Beyond our Eager Senses
The Calm Within
The Hardest Belief
In a Mad Rush for God
Lord You Turned Me Inside Out
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NASA
March 02, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/vhSz50AaFAs
Nathan Anderson
June 03, 2016
https://unsplash.com/photos/FHiJWoBodrs
National Cancer Institute
January 08, 2020
https://unsplash.com/photos/qgKF2QkwReU
Nghia Le
January 13, 2016
https://unsplash.com/photos/V3DokM1NQcs
Noah Buscher
September 05, 2018 https://unsplash.com/photos/M19QtooXPKs
Noah Buscher
April 24, 2018
https://unsplash.com/photos/AUM5vcnuYd4
Paola Chaaya
October 18, 2016
https://unsplash.com/photos/eAkjzXCU0p0
Prachi Palwe
October 26, 2020
https://unsplash.com/photos/Qat7Y15poJg
Priscilla Du Preez
September 13, 2020 https://unsplash.com/photos/A5ORfo8CM1E
Raimond Klavins
January 02, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/Gf_nZBABrLI
Raoul du Plessis
December 31, 2020 https://unsplash.com/photos/6BRuv2Wqwhc
Rémi Boudousquié
November 11, 2020 https://unsplash.com/photos/rwgG2AjgdPw
RhondaK Native Florida Folk Artist April 14, 2016
https://unsplash.com/photos/_Yc7OtfFn-0
Rod Long
November 22, 2015 https://unsplash.com/photos/aJvSX36kweg
Ronan Furuta
July 23, 2020
https://unsplash.com/photos/K3CCzazT5Y8
saeed karimi
May 19, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/JrrWC7Qcmhs
Samantha Sophia
September 12, 2015 https://unsplash.com/photos/NaWKMlp3tVs
Sammy Williams
April 15, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/53bht9urH1A
Sigmund
April 15, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/JHGFcLznoUY
Simon Berger
September 03, 2018 https://unsplash.com/photos/9Ct73yKbpEo
Stephen Leonardi
January 04, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/exxR_KbIuPQ
Steve Harvey
November 08, 2017 https://unsplash.com/photos/Q4NFrDrQw-8
Steve Hruza
December 19, 2020 https://unsplash.com/photos/tvJuBF8IRWE
Susann Schuster
March 08, 2021
https://unsplash.com/photos/mkj_i6fSXY4

Poem
My Lord Will Set Me Free
Faith Returns Again
God Will Guide Us Through the Night
Love Requires Effort
I Cannot Find My Lord Today
In Search of God Alone
Before My Heart Despairs
I Know that God Still Listens
A Better Man
The Mystery of Light and Energy
At the Time my Souls Endures
Hiding My Truth
Surrendering the Future
This Test of Faith
Your Love Remains Supreme
Hidden in Christ
An Inner Voice Behind My Thought
But God Insists I Try Again
In Ways We Can't Imagine
Follow Those Before Me
When Loneliness Invades the Heart
Now and Forever
Always it was You
Beyond My Need for Answers
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Svyatoslav Romanov
Thomas Willmott
Tim Marshall
whoislimos
Yoal Desurmont
zhang kaiyv

Published
May 10, 2016
January 14, 2019
March 21, 2016
May 23, 2017
October 29, 2018
November 08, 2017

Unsplash Image Link

Poem

https://unsplash.com/photos/r38u2Uq1AXk
https://unsplash.com/photos/JwbRlo52UFU
https://unsplash.com/photos/H9K0fOYlFVA
https://unsplash.com/photos/kFVmYjK6hZ8
https://unsplash.com/photos/9CjgeMAM2SI
https://unsplash.com/photos/yCbJXoeZuTM

God's Favor
Faith in Heaven
I Can’t Turn Back Again
Why Are We Kept from Knowing?
The Stillness of God
Free from Fear
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Unsplash Licensing – As Of November 2021
See website: Unsplash Licensing (link valid as of November 2021)
License
Unsplash photos are made to be used freely. Our license reflects that.
A. All photos can be downloaded and used for free
B.Commercial and non-commercial purposes
C. No permission needed (though attribution is appreciated!)

What is not permitted
A. Photos cannot be sold without significant modification.
B. Compiling photos from Unsplash to replicate a similar or competing service.
How to Give Attribution
Even though attribution isn’t required, Unsplash photographers appreciate it as it provides exposure to their work and encourages them to continue sharing.
Photo by Jeremy Bishop on Unsplash

Longform
Unsplash grants you an irrevocable, nonexclusive, worldwide copyright license to download, copy, modify, distribute, perform, and use photos from Unsplash for free, including for commercial purposes,
without permission from or attributing the photographer or Unsplash. This license does not include the right to compile photos from Unsplash to replicate a similar or competing service.
See also : Using Unsplash images within a book or as a book cover
Images can be used within a book or on the over as a book, where it's part of a bigger body of creative work, bearing in mind the below limitations.
For information on using images as the cover of a notebook, diary or other product
please read Using Unsplash Images are part of a product to sell.
There are limitations when it comes to commercial use of Unsplash images, like as the cover of book.
Note that the Unsplash License does not include the right to use:
 Trademarks, logos, or brands that appear in Photos
 People’s images if they are recognizable in the Photos
 Works of art or authorship that appear in Photos
If you download photos with any of these depicted in them, you may need the permission of the brand owner of the brand or work of authorship or individual depending on how you use the Photo.
Please review our License for more information and, if you still aren’t sure, you should probably talk to a lawyer who knows about these things.

<end>
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